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Introduction to Creative New Zealand and Contestable Funding

What is Creative New Zealand 
and what does it do?
Creative New Zealand is the national  

arts development agency. We provide 

funding, advocacy and capability-building 

to develop the arts in New Zealand,  

for the benefit of all New Zealanders.  

We provide financial support to 

professional artists, arts practitioners  

and arts organisations to assist them  

to research, create, promote, publicly 

present and distribute the arts in their 

various forms. We also provide financial 

support to communities to assist them  

to participate in and develop the arts. 

We provide this support in different  

ways. This Guide is about one of our 

programmes – Contestable Funding.

Creative New Zealand distributes  

roughly $9 million each year in Contestable 

Funding to support projects that develop 

New Zealand arts, artists and arts 

practitioners. As the name suggests, 

“Contestable Funding” is a competitive 

process. We receive many more 

applications than we’re able to fund  

(as shown in the bar graph on this page).

We provide support through four 
different types of grants and investments 

(Quick Response Grants, Arts Grants,  

Arts Investments and Sector Investments) 

and three different funding bodies 

(the Arts Board, Te Waka Toi, and the 

Pacific Arts Committee). Each of those 

bodies can provide funding through any of 

those four types of grants and investments.

There are several different times of the 

year when you can apply for Contestable 

Funding – each of these is called a 

“funding round”. 

How we decide  
whether to grant  
your application
Whether we grant your application  

will depend on the artistic merit of your 

proposed project (see Appendix 1 on  

page 58), and also on the following  

specific factors:

»» We won’t consider your application if 

you or your proposed project is excluded 

for one of the reasons explained in  

Step 1 of this Guide (at page 7).

»» You’ll have to meet the specific criteria 

for the type of grant or investment  

you’re applying for (Step 2, at page 11).

»» You’ll have to meet the specific criteria 

for the particular funding body you’re 

applying to (Step 3, at page 19). 

»» We’ll consider the results your project 

would achieve and how your project 

would help us achieve our strategic  

goals (Step 4, at page 23). 

»» Your project will have to meet specific 

criteria for the particular activity (a tour or 

residency, for example) and the particular 

artform (music or theatre, for example)  

or cultural tradition (Mäori arts, for 

example) that the project involves  

(Step 5, at page 29).

Contestable Funding applications 
approved and declined in 2008–09

approved

declined

Arts BoardTe Waka ToiPacific Arts
Committee

43

81

590

36
59

308

What is “Contestable Funding”?
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Creative New Zealand contact details 

If you need advice, the following arts development staff are available to assist:

Artform/Cultural tradition Name Contact via email or phone Title

Community arts Alan Cathro
alan.cathro@creativenz.govt.nz 

03 366 2337
Programme Adviser

Craft/Object art Emma Ward
emma.ward@creativenz.govt.nz 

09 365 1416
Programme Adviser

Dance Helaina Keeley
helaina.keeley@creativenz.govt.nz 

04 498 0702
Senior Programme Adviser

Film Emma Ward
emma.ward@creativenz.govt.nz 

09 365 1416
Programme Adviser

Inter-arts Felicity Birch
felicity.birch@creativenz.govt.nz 

04 498 0735
Programme Adviser

Literature Amy Mansfield
amy.mansfield@creativenz.govt.nz 

09 373 3077
Programme Adviser

Mäori arts Haniko Te Kurapa
haniko.tekurapa@creativenz.govt.nz 

04 473 0182
Senior Programme Adviser

Music 	 Chris Archer
chris.archer@creativenz.govt.nz 

03 372 3570
Senior Programme Adviser

Pacific arts Anton Carter
anton.carter@creativenz.govt.nz 

04 498 0729
Senior Programme Adviser

Pan-artform festivals Anton Carter
anton.carter@creativenz.govt.nz 

04 498 0729
Senior Programme Adviser

Theatre Helaina Keeley
helaina.keeley@creativenz.govt.nz 

04 498 0702
Senior Programme Adviser

Visual arts Jude Chambers
jude.chambers@creativenz.govt.nz 

09 373 3070
Senior Programme Adviser
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For enquiries about Project Completion Reports, Funding Agreements and funding processes,  
contact Creative New Zealand’s Grants and Process team:

Grants and Process Adviser Dianna Snethlage 
dianna.snethlage@creativenz.govt.nz 

04 498 0733

Grants and Process Administrator Rachel Driscoll 
rachel.driscoll@creativenz.govt.nz 

04 473 0184

For general enquiries about Contestable Funding, contact a programme administrator from one of Creative New Zealand’s  
three offices:

Programme Administrator Carolyn Todd
carolyn.todd@creativenz.govt.nz 

09 373 3066
Auckland

Programme Administrator Ariana Odermatt
ariana.odermatt@creativenz.govt.nz 

04 498 0740
Wellington

Programme Administrator Carolyn Frew
carolyn.frew@creativenz.govt.nz 

03 366 2072
Christchurch
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Central Office – Wellington
Physical address: 
(for courier or hand-delivery) 
Creative New Zealand 

Old Public Trust Building, Level 2 

131–135 Lambton Quay 

Wellington 6011

Postal address: 
Creative New Zealand 

PO Box 3806 

Wellington 6140

T: (04) 473 0880 

F: (04) 471 2865 

E: info@creativenz.govt.nz

Note: All applications must be mailed, 
couriered or hand-delivered to the 
Wellington office only.

Southern Office – Christchurch
Physical address: 
(for courier or hand-delivery) 
Creative New Zealand 

Suite 6A 

Level 6 

728 Colombo Street 

Christchurch 8011

Postal address:
Creative New Zealand 

PO Box 2932 

Christchurch 8140

T: (03) 366 2072 

E: southern@creativenz.govt.nz

Northern Office – Auckland
Physical address: 
(for courier or hand-delivery) 
Creative New Zealand 

3rd Floor  

Southern Cross Building 

59–67 High Street 

Auckland 1140

Postal address: 
Creative New Zealand 

PO Box 1425 

Auckland 1140

T (09) 373 3066 

E: northern@creativenz.govt.nz

Website contact

E: website@creativenz.govt.nz
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Application form

This application form is available on our website,  

www.creativenz.govt.nz/contestablefunding.

Note: the Independent Filmmakers Fund (IFF) has a separate 

application form, available on our website, www.creativenz.govt.nz/iff.
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	 Media and event organisers often ask Creative New Zealand for artists’ contact details 

If we are asked, can we release your contact details?	 	   Yes  	   No

	 Contact person details

Last name: 

First name: 

Middle name(s): 

Gender: 	 Male	 Female			   Date of birth:

Telephone:							       Mobile:
	 Include area code

Email:

	 Physical address 

Street:

Suburb:	 City:

Post code: 	 Country: 

	O rganisation or Group details

Name: 

GST number: 

	 If relevant, please complete the following (refer to map on page 63)

Iwi affiliation:

Rohe:

Marae:

Pasifika group:

Telephone (day): 	 Fax:
	 Include area code	 Include area code

Email: 

	 Postal address

Street/PO Box: 

Suburb:	 City:

Post code: 	 Country: 

Local authority (refer to map on page 62):

SECTION B ORGANISATIONS AND GROUPS

Continued over »
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	 Physical address (if different from postal)

Street: 

Suburb:	 City:

Post code: 	 Country: 

	 (For overseas arts organisations only)

This project will have direct benefits for New Zealand artists and arts organisations. 	   Yes  	   No

In this application’s project proposal I have included endorsement from the  
New Zealand artist or artists named in the application or from an established  
New Zealand arts organisation. 	   Yes  	   No

Go to Section D

	 Media and event organisers often ask Creative New Zealand for artists’ contact details 

If we are asked, can we release your contact details?	 	   Yes  	   No

	 Details 

Last name: 

First name: 

Middle name(s): 

Gender: 	 Male      	 Female			   Date of birth:

GST number:

	E thnicity

  New Zealand Mäori (refer to map on page 63)	   New Zealand European/Päkehä

	 Iwi affiliation:	   Asian

	 Rohe:	   Pasifika group

	 Marae:	   Other: Please specify

	 Contact details

Telephone (day): 				           Telephone (night):
	 Include area code	 Include area code

Mobile: 						                       Fax:

Email: 

SECTION C INDIVIDUALS

Continued over »
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Application form

	

	

	
	 Postal address

Street/PO Box: 

Suburb:	 City:

Post code: 	 Country: 

Local authority (refer to map on page 62):

	 Physical address (if different from postal)

Street: 

Suburb:	 City:

Post code: 	 Country: 

Are you a New Zealand citizen or resident?	 	   Yes  	   No

	 (For New Zealand artists based overseas only) 

This project will have direct benefits for New Zealand artists and arts organisations. 	 	   Yes  	   No

In this application’s project proposal I have included endorsement from the New Zealand  

artist or artists named in the application or from an established New Zealand arts organisation. 	 		    Yes  	   No

	 (For part-time or full-time employees of tertiary institutions only) 

I have included a statement from my Head of Department (or equivalent position) verifying that  

the funding I am applying for is not for activities that are part of my employment agreement. 	 		    Yes  	   No

Go to Section D

	 Media and event organisers often ask Creative New Zealand for artists’ contact details 

If we are asked, can we release your contact details?	 	   Yes  	   No

	J oint applicant details

Is this a joint application made with another person, organisation or group?    	 		    Yes  	   No

If Yes, please complete:

Joint applicant name:

Gender: 	 Male      	 Female	 Date of birth:

Telephone:						           Mobile:
	 Include area code

Email:

Street/PO Box: 

Suburb:	 City:

Post code: 	 Country: 

SECTION D JOINT APPLICANT DETAILS
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Application form

Declaration

	 Now please read and sign the following: 

Subject to its statutory obligations, Creative New Zealand treats all information in funding applications as confidential.

The personal information provided is used solely for the purpose of administering and assessing the application. We hold any 
personal information in accordance with the Privacy Act 1993 and, in particular, the Privacy Principles contained in that Act. 
Personal information is stored in a secure environment accessible only by authorised persons for legitimate purposes. You have 
the right to access your personal information and ask for the information to be updated or corrected where necessary.

If you are offered a grant or investment, one of the conditions is that Creative New Zealand has the right to publish your 
name, a description of the project, and the amount of funding. We may also include a brief description of your project  
in our media releases and publications, including on the Creative New Zealand website.

Creative New Zealand is subject to the Official Information Act 1992 and we may have to release information under that  
Act to third parties if requested. Creative New Zealand is also subject to the requirements of the Public Records Act 2005; 

this includes seeking permission from the Chief Archivist to destroy records or transfer records to Archives New Zealand.

	   I have filled in the acknowledgement slip below.

	   I understand that my application will be ineligible if I don’t submit my application form, project proposal and 
support material at the same time and before the closing date and time, or if I don’t provide the correct number  
of copies for the type of grant or investment for which I’m applying.

	   To the best of my knowledge the information provided in this application is correct.

Signed: 	 Date: 

	 (Applicant or organisation’s contact person)

Signed: 	 Date: 

	 (Joint applicant or contact person if applicable)	

To make sure you’ve included all the information we need, please complete the checklist on the following page »

Acknowledgement receipt
Please complete the following:

Date received:

 

(to be stamped by Creative New Zealand)
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Application form

Checklist

I have included in hard copy:

	   an application form (including a signed declaration) 

	   a project proposal (completed according to the proposal template on page 44 and the budget template on page 49, and 

including the relevant documentation)

	   support material 

I’ve included the correct number of copies of my application:

Arts Grants, Arts Investments and Sector Investments applications 

	   application form 	 5 copies	 	   project proposal 	 5 copies	 	   support material 	 3 copies

Quick Response Grant applications

	   application form 	 2 copies	 	   project proposal 	 2 copies	 	   support material 	 1 copy

My application form and project proposal are:

	   printed on A4-size standard-weight paper 	 	   bulldog-clipped or stapled (not bound or in a folder)

I’ve included the following support material: 

(please tick the items included). Note: We cannot return support material, so please send copies only. 

	   CDs	 	   DVDs	 	   CD-Roms	 	   Books	 	   Magazines/pamphlets

	   Other  

(please list)

	   Links to online support material are highlighted in my application. 

	   All support material has been labelled with the same applicant and project name used on the application form.

The full application, including the application form, project proposal and support material, must arrive together.  
Attachments to the application that arrive separately will not be accepted.

My application, including all support material, will reach Creative New Zealand’s Wellington office in hard copy by 5.00pm on:  

for Quick Response Grants 	 	   5 February 2010	  	   16 July 2010	  	   29 October 2010

for Arts Grants 	 	   5 March 2010	  	   3 September 2010 

for Arts Investments 	 	   4 June 2010 (Arts Board)	  	   3 September 2010 (Te Waka Toi & Pacific Arts Committee)  

for Sector Investments 	 	   4 June 2010 (Arts Board)	  	   3 September 2010 (Te Waka Toi & Pacific Arts Committee)  

Applications that arrive late will not be accepted. 

Courier or hand-deliver your application to:

Applications

Creative New Zealand

Level 2, Old Public Trust Building

131–135 Lambton Quay

Wellington 6011

Post your application to:

Applications

Creative New Zealand

PO Box 3806

Wellington 6140

Please note: Applications submitted by fax or email, or to our Auckland or Christchurch offices will not be accepted. 

OR
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Quick Response (Arts Board, Te Waka Toi  
or Pacific Arts Committee):

Application closing date
for projects whose funded 
activity would start on,  
or after

5 February 2010 19 March 2010

16 July 2010 27 August 2010

29 October 2010 10 December 2010

Closing dates for Contestable Funding applications for 2010

Creative New Zealand’s Wellington office

Address (for courier or hand-delivery): 

Creative New Zealand 

Old Public Trust Building, Level 2 

131–135 Lambton Quay 

Wellington 6011

Postal address: 

Creative New Zealand 

PO Box 3806 

Wellington 6140

T: (04) 473 0880 

F: (04) 471 2865 

E: info@creativenz.govt.nz

Arts Investments

Application closing date
for projects whose funded 
activity would start on,  
or after

Arts Board – 4 June 2010 27 August 2010

Te Waka Toi and  

Pacific Arts Committee –  

3 September 2010

26 November 2010

Your application must arrive at our Wellington office by 

5.00pm on the closing date for the particular funding 

round. Applications that arrive late or that are sent by 

fax or email, or to our Auckland or Christchurch offices 

will not be accepted. 

Arts Grants (Arts Board, Te Waka Toi  
or Pacific Arts Committee):

Application closing date
for projects whose funded 
activity would start on,  
or after

5 March 2010 28 May 2010

3 September 2010 26 November 2010

Sector Investments

Application closing date
for projects whose funded 
activity would start on,  
or after

Arts Board – 4 June 2010 27 August 2010

Te Waka Toi and  

Pacific Arts Committee –  

3 September 2010

26 November 2010

Independent Filmmakers Fund

Application closing date
for projects whose funded 
activity would start on,  
or after

4 June 2010 27 August 2010
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